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Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Aisha Ahmad   U.S. Postal Service 
Wendi-Starr Brown  Department of the Interior (Bureau of Indian Affairs) 
Thad Ellerbe   Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
Andrew Flora   Department of Commerce (Census Bureau) 
Brenda-Anne C. Forrest  Government Publishing Office 
Debbie Fugate   Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Andrew Griffin   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Chris Hammond  Department of the Interior (U.S. Geological Survey) 
Elizabeth Kanalley  Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
Michael Karau   Department of Homeland Security (Chair) 
Sean Killen   Department of the Interior (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) (by phone) 
Susan Lyon   Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) (Vice Chair) 
Veronica Ranieri  Library of Congress 
Mike Shelton   Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Jeremy Smith   Department of the Interior (Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management) 
Tara Wallace    Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
 
Ex-Officio 
Trent Palmer, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Foreign Names Committee 
 
Staff 
Julie-Ann Danfora, U.S. Geological Survey 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey (by phone) 
Matthew O’Donnell, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U.S. Geological Survey 
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Josefa Baker, U.S. Geological Survey 
Nancy Campbell 
Glenn Guempel, U.S. Geological Survey 
Deb Nordeen, National Park Service 
Tina Perry, Office of Coast Survey 
Lois Schiffer 
Scott Zillmer, National Geographic Society 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Chair Karau opened the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  He confirmed that a quorum was present and asked the 
members, staff, and guests to introduce themselves.  Karau announced that there would be a short break at 
10 a.m. and that the meeting would be adjourned at noon. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to suspend Robert’s Rules of Order, revised.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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A motion was made and seconded to first address the docket to allow ample time for discussion of all cases 
and to respect the time of the guests who were present for the vote on the Mount Inez, New York proposal.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 819 
 
The minutes of Meeting 819, held 14 November 2019, were approved unanimously with minor edits. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
Wallace noted that Palmer and Runyon would provide details of the 33rd joint meeting between the BGN 
and the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN), which was held in 
London, 18-22 November 2019.  She mentioned that she appreciated the opportunity to co-chair the 
meeting and praised the knowledge base and expertise of the PCGN members and staff.  Twelve BGN 
members and staff were in attendance and presented papers.  Wallace stated that it was also an honor to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the PCGN. 
 
At the PCGN meeting, the lack of Toponymic Guidelines for the United States was noted.   
 
Planning for the 34th joint meeting between the BGN and PCGN will get underway soon.  The meeting will 
be held in Washington, DC, possibly in September 2021.  This year’s meeting was held at four locations in 
and around London, and Wallace suggested the BGN consider doing the same to showcase different venues 
around Washington. 
 
The 400th meeting of the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) was held on 10 December at the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.  One item that was discussed was the use by the FNC of names in the 
World Waterfalls Database, in which the name of Angel Falls in Venezuela (the world’s tallest waterfall) 
was changed to Kerepakupai Merú, a name derived from the Pemon language. The official name listed in 
the FNC’s database is Churún-Merú.   
 
The Arizona Board on Geographic and Historic Names (AZBGHN) requested that the BGN chair and DNC 
staff provide letters to the Arizona Secretary of State in support of the AZBGHN, and as part of its periodic 
Sunset Review requirement.  Letters were sent and there has been no further communication. 
 
The Library of Congress’s current exhibit on Rosa Parks includes some story maps:  
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/rosa-parks-in-her-own-words/about-this-exhibition/.  
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Runyon) 
 
Palmer reiterated that the aforementioned BGN/PCGN meeting was successful and productive.  He also 
thanked the DNC members and staff for their participation and noted that the PCGN and FNC appreciated 
the DNC papers that were presented.  These papers addressed changing offensive names and the DNC’s 
policy on Tribal consultation.  The United Kingdom does not have a domestic names board, and PCGN 
members appreciate the insight into how names are handled in the U.S.   
 
The draft conference report should be ready for BGN review and approval by the end of February.   

https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/rosa-parks-in-her-own-words/about-this-exhibition/
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/rosa-parks-in-her-own-words/about-this-exhibition/


3 
 
 
One item from the BGN/PCGN meeting that was subsequently approved at the FNC meeting in December 
was a change in the romanization system for Ukrainian.  Discussions regarding this change had taken place 
over the last five years.  It was noted that the change will require considerable work by FNC staff. 
 
Runyon expressed her gratitude for the opportunity to attend the BGN/PCGN meeting and to see the FNC 
staff’s toponymic and linguistic skills “in action.”  She was impressed with the knowledge and 
professionalism of the PCGN members and shared with the DNC the bound volume of 85 papers presented 
at the meeting.   
 
The quarterly Full Board meeting scheduled for January has been canceled due to a lack of business to 
discuss.  The BGN’s Advisory Committee on Undersea Features will meet in late January, likely at the U.S. 
Geological Survey. 
 
Karau reminded members that Glenn Guempel, a Standards Architect with the U.S. Geological Survey, will 
serve a 120-day detail in the role of BGN Executive Secretary for Domestic Names beginning on 6 January 
2020. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (SCC) (Forrest) 
 
Forrest distributed the draft Fiscal Year 2019 BGN Annual Report for review by DNC members and staff.  
She hopes to have an electronic vote for approval by the end of January and requested any feedback by 15 
January. 
 
Flora asked if the papers presented at the BGN/PCGN meeting could be posted to the BGN website or made 
available to members and staff.  Palmer replied that unlike BGN meetings, the BGN/PCGN joint meeting is 
not open and neither are the conference materials.  However, he and Runyon would be willing to share any 
specific papers with members who wish to see them. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Runyon) 
 
The January 2020 DNC meeting has been cancelled.   
 
Runyon was interviewed by Outside magazine about the BGN and DNC policies and procedures. 
 
The Napa Valley Register ran a story on the To Kalon Creek proposal.  The California Advisory Committee 
on Geographic Names will meet in February to consider whether to revisit its 2017 recommendation in 
favor of the name, as requested by Constellation Brands Inc. and its counsel.   
 
Runyon and Flora participated in a USGS-Census Bureau Oversight Management Meeting on 3 December 
and gave a presentation on how the Census Bureau (1) works with the BGN and GNIS staff to maintain 
Census codes and the names of civil divisions, and (2) addresses the use of writing marks in its products.  
The presentation was well-received and the discussion about the difference between the populated place and 
civil feature classes in GNIS was helpful.  
 
The chair of the Tennessee Geographic Names Committee is seeking advice on how it might increase the 
diversity of its membership and how best to solicit input from groups and individuals who might be affected 
by name proposals, especially those that involve changes to names that could be considered offensive by 



4 
 
some groups.  The Committee is using Census data to study racial distribution by geography to determine 
what groups live in the vicinity of a given geographic feature.  The Committee plans to make a better effort 
to ask for input from all local groups that might have an interest in these kinds of name changes.   
 
Runyon reported that Joan “Jo” Antonson, the secretary of the Alaska Board on Geographic Names, retired 
on 29 November.  Her expertise, her willingness to solicit input from a broad cross-section of the Alaska 
population, and her contributions to the Council of Geographic Names Authorities, will be greatly missed.  
 
The proponent of the name Druid Hill for an unnamed geographic feature in Georgia, which was 
disapproved by the DNC at its August meeting, requested additional details regarding the discussions that 
took place at the November meeting.  He was advised that the minutes will be available online following 
the conclusion of this meeting. 
 
DNC staff participated in a conference call with the California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names 
(CACGN) about the recent decision not to approve the name Benny Hill.  The proponent has challenged the 
CACGN about its recommendation, which he believes contradicts the county’s opinion.  After reviewing 
the county meeting minutes and a video of the meeting, both DNC staff and the CACGN concluded that the 
supervisors only supported the proponent’s right to pursue the naming rather than the name itself.  No 
further action by the DNC is needed.   
 
3.5  Staff 
 
The DNC’s Quarterly Review List 438 is in progress and is expected to be posted online at the end of 
December. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
McCormick continues to work with developers on GNIS applications.  They are attempting to combine the 
domestic and Antarctic names in GNIS into a single data source.  Antarctic names currently reside in 
separate tables with their own set of feature IDs.  Before combining the two datasets, McCormick will need 
to learn more about the structure of the Antarctic data from the Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names.   
 
GNIS staff continue to process the new batch of requested Census Bureau updates.  McCormick has 
responded to several inquiries from the U.S. Forest Service and the public.   
 
In response to recent inquiries, it was noted that not all control marks shown on USGS maps are included in 
the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) database.  USGS has additional paper files for many control marks, 
which may prove useful for BGN research.   
 
GNIS production numbers will be provided for inclusion in the FY19 Annual Report. 
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4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at this 
meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 
parties 
 
Change Wickwas Lake (FID 870883) to Lake Wicwas, New Hampshire (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  A question was raised as to whether the 
associated dam would also be renamed.  Lyon noted that in order for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
update its inventory of dams, a request would need to be submitted by the State dam authority.  She added 
that there is no legal requirement the name of a dam match that of its associated reservoir. 
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
One member left, and another joined the meeting.  
 
Change Squaw Saddle (FID 1526460) to Saddle Rock, Washington (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  Staff clarified that the feature is not a gap; 
instead, the name refers to a rock formation with two small peaks, classified collectively as a summit.  The 
GNIS location was incorrectly recorded and the feature misinterpreted as a gap because of the generic 
“Saddle” in the name.  This proposal is to change the name and correct the feature class and location.   
 
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
One member rejoined and another joined the meeting. 
 
Change Traitors Inlet (FID 1514727) to Traitors Islet and change the application of the name, 
Washington (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.   
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                2  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
The votes against the proposal were made citing a reluctance to affirm the word “Traitors” given that the 
name is not historically justified and could be considered offensive.   
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II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Partition Peak, Alaska (Tongass National Forest) (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendations of the 
Alaska Board on Geographic Names and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS).   
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Taquka’aq Mountain, Alaska (Review List 435) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing the negative recommendation of the 
Alaska Board on Geographic Names.   
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Lorelei Swamp, Florida (Review List 433) (FID 2805073) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:     9  in favor 
                6  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion were made citing the negative recommendation of the Florida State Names 
Authority and the opposition of the individual who owns a portion of the surrounding land. 
 
Change Dead Negro Hollow (FID 1282252) to Bonham Hollow, Faith Hollow, Pine Needle Hollow, or 
Piney Creek Hollow, Tennessee (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change to Bonham Hollow.   
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Change Discovery Peak (FID 948473) to Mount Inez, New York (Review List 437) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
  
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 



7 
 
                   0  abstentions 
 
The proponents, who were in attendance. thanked the DNC and staff.  They explained the significance of 
the name to the women’s suffrage movement, noting that 2020 marks the centenary of the passage of the 
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
 
Karau announced a five-minute break. 
 
Little Turtle Creek, Ohio (Review List 436) (FID 2805074) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
  
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Margaret Penn Brook, Pennsylvania (Review List 436) (FID 2805075) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  Members discussed the lack of direct association 
between the feature and the intended honoree.  Some members felt that local support for the name was more 
important. 
 
 Vote:   10  in favor 
                5  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion were made citing the lack of direct association. 
 
LeCuyer Creek, Washington (Review List 437) (FID 2805078) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
  
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Cardinal Creek, Iowa (Review List 437) (FID 2805079) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
  
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                   1  abstention 
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Black Cat Brook, Massachusetts (Review List 437) (FID 2805080) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
  
 Vote:   14  in favor 
                0  against 
                   2  abstentions 
 
Wolfram Peak, Nevada (Bureau of Land Management) (Review List 437) (FID 2805081) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
  
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
Alkali Lake, North Dakota (Review List 437) (FID 2805082) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
  
 Vote:     8  in favor 
                7  against 
                   1  abstention 
 
The votes against the motion cited concerns that the name was duplicated elsewhere in the county, and as 
such, could cause confusion. 
 
Maisfield Run and White Horse Run, Pennsylvania (Review List 436) (FIDs 2805076, 2805077) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider these two names as a group. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                1  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the names. 
  
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                1  against 
                   0  abstentions 
 
The vote against the motion was made citing a belief that the justification for the name Maisfield Run and 
its reference to early corn cultivation in the area was not credible. 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Flora reported that Joe Marinucci, a former BGN member from the Census Bureau, will retire at the end of 
the year. 
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6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting will be held 13 February 2020, at 9:30 a.m., at the 
Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room. 
 
       (signed)    
  
       _______________________ 
       [vacant] Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 

U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
December 2019 

 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 

Change Wickwas Lake (FID 870883) to Lake Wicwas, New Hampshire 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.6146526&p_longi=-
71.552205&fid=870883 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Wickwas Lake, a 351-acre reservoir in the Town of Meredith in 
Belknap County, to Lake Wicwas to recognize local and historic use.  It was submitted by the vice president 
of the Lake Wicwas Association, who reports that the proposed spelling has been accepted by locals for the 
last century.  In The Indian Heritage of New Hampshire and Northern New England (Piotrowski, 2002), 
“Wicwas” is defined as the Abenaki word for “head of the bay” or “a swan,” and the author states that the 
lake was named for a Pequot chief.  The name Wickwas Lake has appeared on USGS topographic maps 
since 1956; from 1925 to 1949, USGS maps labeled it Wickwas Pond.  The reservoir has never been the 
subject of a BGN decision. 
 
New Hampshire Senate Bill 132, to rename the feature to Lake Wicwas, was passed in 2019.  The bill 
clarified the spelling and affirmed that the specific and generic parts of the name should be reversed.  The 
Town of Meredith Selectboard, the Belknap County Commissioners, the Lake Wicwas Association, and the 
Wicwas Grange recommend approval of the change, as does the New Hampshire Board on Geographic 
Names.  Various trail, hiking, and lake recreation websites use the name Lake Wicwas. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.6146526&p_longi=-71.552205&fid=870883
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.6146526&p_longi=-71.552205&fid=870883
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.6146526&p_longi=-71.552205&fid=870883
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=43.6146526&p_longi=-71.552205&fid=870883
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GNIS lists one other feature in New Hampshire named “Wickwas”:  Wickwas Lake Dam forms the 
reservoir in question.  The proponent has been advised that if the dam is to be renamed, the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services would need to inform the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which 
would then update its National Inventory of Dams. 
 
In accordance with the BGN's Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Change Squaw Saddle (FID 1526460) to Saddle Rock, Washington 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=47.4009596&p_longi=-
120.3414609&fid=1526460 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Squaw Saddle near Wenatchee in Chelan County to Saddle Rock 
and to affirm that the feature is a summit rather than a gap.  The summit, which comprises a pair of high 
points with an elevation of 2,010 feet, forms the shape of a horse saddle.  It is located within the city’s 
Saddle Rock Natural Area.   
 
The proposed change was submitted by the Washington State Geographic Names Committee (WSGNC) on 
behalf of a resident of Wenatchee, who in 2002 wrote a book entitled Native River:  Columbia 
Remembered, in which he reported that the local Wenatchie Indian people “identified the feature as two 
bears fighting, turned into stone by coyote.”  He adds, “Squaw Saddle is an archaic name no longer in use.  
Native American tribes in the region regard [the] name as derogatory in nature.” 
 

 
USGS 1:24,000 Wenatchee 1966 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=47.4009596&p_longi=-120.3414609&fid=1526460
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=47.4009596&p_longi=-120.3414609&fid=1526460
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=47.4009596&p_longi=-120.3414609&fid=1526460
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=47.4009596&p_longi=-120.3414609&fid=1526460
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Squaw Saddle has been labeled on USGS maps since 1913.  The feature was recorded in GNIS in 1979 as a 
gap based on the generic term “Saddle,” with the geographic coordinates taken at the low point between the 
two higher elevations.  However, as a result of this proposal and after verifying longstanding local usage, 
the entry has been corrected to a summit and the coordinates moved to the highest point.  It appears that the 
names Squaw Saddle and Saddle Rock are used interchangeably to refer to the pair of summits.   
 

 
 

“Saddle Rock” from the City of Wenatchee’s Saddle Rock Natural Area webpage 
 

 
Squaw Saddle locations on USGS maps and in GNIS 
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Squaw Saddle shown on aerial imagery  

and 2015 lidar data from Washington Dept. of Natural Resources 
 
 The feature was first given a name in a May 17, 1909 article in the Wenatchee Daily World: “[The Mayor] 
suggested the advisability of the city’s acquiring Squaw Saddle or Saddle Rock as a future park.”  Over the 
years, the summit has been known as Squaw Saddle, Squaw Saddle Mountain, Saddle Rock, Saddle Rock 
Mountain, and Saddlerock.  The names Squaw Saddle and Saddle Rock were both in use until the 1930s 
when Squaw Saddle became the predominant name in publications.  Saddlerock was used intermittently 
from the 1960s to the 1980s.  The name Saddle Rock appears to have become the name in local use some 
time before the 2010s.   
 
A Geographic Dictionary of Washington (Landes, 1917) described Squaw Saddle as “Peaks on the 
mountain side, 2 miles southwest of Wenatchee, in southeastern Chelan County; elevation, 2,010 feet.”  
Publications since then have always used the names Squaw Saddle, Saddle Rock, or a similar name, all 
referring to the saddle-like formation formed by the pair of summits.  Geology publications describe this 
feature as similar to the nearby summits Castle Rock, Old Butte, and Rooster Comb. 
 
The WSGNC recommends approval of the proposed change.  As part of its review process, the WSGNC 
received support from the Wenatchee City Council and the Chelan County Commissioners.  They also 
report that the City of Wenatchee Parks Department, the Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center, the 
Cashmere Museum & Pioneer Village / Chelan County Historical Society, the Chelan-Douglas Land Trust, 
a local historian, and two Wenatchee residents are in support of the proposal.   
 
The WSGNC received support for the proposal from the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation and the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation (CTCR).  The Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer for the CTCR, of which the Wenatchi Tribe is one of the constituent tribes, adds “The traditional 
Salish name is kliyntwáxwtn.  There is an associated Indian legend that tells of Black Bear and Grizzly Bear 
constantly arguing until Coyote, tired of the bickering, turned them to stone.  The name in common use 
today is Saddle Rock [which] is preferable to Squaw Rock [sic].”  The WSGNC also requested an opinion 
from the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, but no response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an 
opinion. 



13 
 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Change Traitors Inlet (FID 1514727) to Traitors Islet  
and change the application of the name, Washington 

(Review List 437) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=46.910428&p_longi=-124.0046091 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Traitors Inlet to Traitors Islet and to change the application of the 
name. 
 

 
 
The name Traitors Inlet was added to GNIS in 1993, citing Robert Hitchman’s 1985 volume Place Names 
of Washington, which described the feature as “a south channel inlet of Grays Harbor, at the mouth of Johns 
River, southwest Grays Harbor County.  It was named by the Wilkes Expedition when Indians who were 
hired to help survey parties refused to work and threatened violence in July and August, 1841.” 
 
The proponent of the change states “Hitchman not only mischaracterized this feature but he also misnamed 
it Traitors Inlet rather than Islet as Wilkes intended. . . .  The name is clearly marked islet on the [Wilkes] 
chart and there is really no inlet in the neighborhood.  It is not named on current charts.   To the extent that 
the current name is not supported by local use, I recommend correcting Hitchman’s error and changing the 
name to Traitors Islet.” 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=46.910428&p_longi=-124.0046091
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=46.910428&p_longi=-124.0046091
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1841 chart of “Grays Harbour, Oregon Territory” from the Wilkes Expedition 
 
The name Traitors Islet appeared on an 1841 map of “Grays Harbour, Oregon Territory” from the 1838 to 
1842 United States Exploring Expedition led by United States Navy Lieutenant Charles Wilkes (“the 
Wilkes Expedition”).  In his narrative of the expedition, published in 1845, Wilkes reported on the 
exploration of Grays Harbor by a group led by Midshipman Henry Eld.  While referring to the “traitorous” 
activities of the local native population, he noted that they had “shifted their camp, about five miles towards 
the capes, to a small patch of meadow-land, near one of the small streams which empty into the harbour.”  It 
is this small patch of land that is presumed to be the islet in question. 
 
The island has never been named on any map other than the one from the Wilkes Expedition.  A Coast and 
Geodetic Survey marker, named “Markham” after the nearby community, is located on the island; the 
marker datasheet does not provide a name for the island.  Similarly, the name Traitors Inlet has never been 
shown on any USGS maps nor on any other maps.  No local use of either name could be found.  
 
The island is located within the Olympic-Willapa Hills-South Puget Sound Wildlife Area Complex, 
managed by the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, and a Washington Department of 
Natural Resources State Resource Management Area. 
 
The Washington State Geographic Names Committee (WSGNC) recommends approval of the name and 
application change.  As part of its review process, the WSGNC requested input from the Grays Harbor 
County Commissioners, who replied that they had no objection.  A member of the Westport Lighthouse 
Writers Retreat questioned why the issue was “an islet being mischaracterized as an ‘inlet’” and not “that 
the Indigenous people who refused to work for Wilkes are being mischaracterized as ‘traitors’?” 
 
The WSGNC also requested input from the Grays Harbor South Beach Historical Society, the Grays Harbor 
Historical Seaport, the Grays Harbor County Emergency Management Department, the Washington State 
Historical Society, the Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation, the Squaxin Island Tribe of the 
Squaxin Island Reservation, the Skokomish Indian Tribe, and the Quinault Indian Nation; no replies were 
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received, which is presumed to indicate no opinion.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
also has no objection to the change. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 

 
Partition Peak, Alaska 

(Tongass National Forest) 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=57.003131&p_longi=-134.987408 
 
The new name Partition Peak is proposed for a 5,195-foot summit on Baranof Island in the City and 
Borough of Sitka.  The summit is in Tongass National Forest and south of the highest point on Baranof 
Island, which does not have an official name.   
 

 
 

 
The proponent recently climbed the summit with his father, which they believe was the first known ascent.  
They proposed the name because the summit is located in the highest part of Baranof Island which divides 
the island.  Although the summit offers views to the east and west at a great distance, the proponent states 
that “to access one side of Baranof Island from the other you must cross the mighty massif partition.”  He 
also wishes to name the summit because he believes it is the only one without a name in the highest part of 
the island, south of “Peak 5390” and “Mount Lacey.”  These are both unofficial names (not in GNIS), the 
latter referring to a survey benchmark shown on USGS maps as “LACEY.”  The National Geodetic Survey 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=57.003131&p_longi=-134.987408
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=57.003131&p_longi=-134.987408
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has no record of this benchmark.  “Peak 5390” is also reportedly known as “Veniaminof Peak” and “Lacey 
Peak.”   
 
The Alaska Board on Geographic Names (AK BGN) does not recommend approval of the name, citing a 
lack of local use or support.  As part of its review, the AK BGN requested input from the City and Borough 
of Sitka, the Mountaineering Club of Alaska, the Sitka Tribe of Alaska, the Sealaska Corporation, and the 
Sealaska Heritage Institute.  The AK BGN also asked the Daily Sitka Sentinel to publish a letter about the 
proposal; no comments were received.  The Mountaineering Club of Alaska supports the name. 
 
The U.S. Forest Service does not support the proposal, citing a lack of local use or support other than from 
the proponents.  The agency also clarified that “the proposal incorrectly references a nearby Mt. Lacey, for 
reference ‘Lacey’ is the name of a horizontal control station published on topographic quadrangle maps and 
the 2016 Baranof Forest visitor map.  This name describes a cultural feature and is not an unofficial or 
official geographic name.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Taquka’aq Mountain, Alaska 
(Review List 435) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=57.638027&p_longi=-152.635363 
 
The new name Taquka’aq Mountain is proposed for an unnamed 2,772-foot summit in the Borough of 
Kodiak on Kodiak Island.  “Taquka’aq” is the Alutiiq word for the Kodiak brown bear.  The proponent 
states that the summit is visible from the City of Kodiak and is often confused with nearby Center Mountain 
and that the name would honor both the Alutiiq people, as the indigenous people of Kodiak Island, and a 
well-known animal. 
 
The Alaska Board on Geographic Names (AK BGN) does not recommend approval of the name, citing a 
lack of local support.  As part of its review, the AK BGN requested input from the City of Kodiak, Kodiak 
Island Borough, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, the Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak, Koniag, Inc., 
Natives of Kodiak, Inc., and the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA).  The MCA supports the proposal; 
no other replies were received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
The Kodiak Daily Mirror published an article about the proposal in June 2019, noting that the AK BGN was 
seeking public comment on the proposal.  The AK BGN received one email in response, noting three 
reasons for opposition:  “(1) the Alutiiq name is inconsistent with names in the area, (2) the name has no 
historical, archaeological, geographic, or cultural significance, and (3) local hikers may already have a 
name for the summit.”  One member of the AK BGN “asked about accepting email comments without 
establishing the sender’s credibility.” 
 
The AK BGN also noted in its meeting minutes that several members would have liked to have seen 
evidence of local support, and an Alutiiq speaker who attended the meeting suggested that the Alutiiq 
Museum should have been consulted.  The AK BGN did not pursue the matter with the museum. 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=57.638027&p_longi=-152.635363
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=57.638027&p_longi=-152.635363
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In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Lorelei Swamp, Florida 
(Review List 433) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=28.5274&p_longi=-80.9623 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Lorelei Swamp to an approximately 895-acre unnamed floodplain 
swamp in Orange County.  The majority of the swamp lies within the Tosohatchee Wildlife Management 
Area, which is managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
 
The proposed name refers to Lorelei, a river siren from German folklore.  The proponent states “the swamp 
contains significant areas of old growth wetlands the likes of which are scarce to be found anywhere else.  
As such it has a way of drawing one in well past reason and nightfall, befitting the name of a siren.”  He 
adds, “The swamp also contains some of the last remaining areas of old growth cypress-tupelo floodplain 
swamp and hydric hammock, as well as populations of over 50 globally, federally, or state listed plants and 
animals.” 
 
The Orange County Commissioners do not support the proposal, citing the objection of V.B.C. Diversified 
Holdings LLLP, which owns property that includes a portion of the swamp.  The business objects to the 
word “Swamp,” which it believes would “create a red flag or negative connotation as related to our land 
value and future sales possibilities.”  They added, “we would appreciate the new name to be Lorelei--
Range, Prairie or Bluff.”  The proponent was informed of this objection but does not wish to amend his 
proposal.  
 
The Florida State Names Authority also does not recommend approval of the name Lorelei Swamp, citing 
the landowners’ objection.  The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission supports the proposal, 
while the St. Johns River Water Management District has no objection. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
The BGN considered this proposal at its October 2019 meeting, but deferred a decision due to a tie vote.  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was also asked to comment because of the feature’s proximity to the St. 
Johns National Wildlife Refuge, but the agency responded that it had no opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=28.5274&p_longi=-80.9623
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=28.5274&p_longi=-80.9623
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Change Dead Negro Hollow (FID 1282252) to Bonham Hollow, Faith Hollow, 
Pine Needle Hollow, or Piney Creek Hollow, Tennessee 

(Review List 437) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7041751&p_longi=-
84.8981721&fid=1282252 
 
Five proposals for four names were received to change the name of Dead Negro Hollow, a valley in Rhea 
County near the town of Spring City.  The valley opens onto the Piney River gorge and is located on private 
land between the Justin P. Wilson Cumberland Trail State Park (on the opposite bank of the Piney River) 
and the Stinging Fork Falls State Natural Area. 
 
The name Dead Negro Hollow has appeared on USGS topographic maps since 1949.  A 1935 edition 
labeled it with the pejorative form.  The author W.C. Jameson has reported on the history of the name, first 
in the 1991 volume Buried Treasures of the Appalachians and more recently in the 2013 The Silver 
Madonna and Other Tales of America’s Greatest Lost Treasures.  According to Jameson, the name dates to 
the 1870s and refers to the discovery of the body of a young African-American man in the Piney River near 
the valley.  A farmer named Leffew had discovered a silver mine in the Piney River gorge but kept the 
location a secret.  He hired the African-American man to help him, but the body of the man was found a 
few weeks later.  Local residents were reportedly convinced that Leffew killed the man to keep the location 
of the mine a secret.  Leffew was found dead about a year later, possibly killed by a group of counterfeiters 
to whom he may have been selling silver.  This story was also recorded in Michael S. Steely’s 1995 Swift’s 
Silver Mines and Related Appalachian Treasures.   
 
The BGN received proposals to change the valley’s name to Bonham Hollow, Faith Hollow, and Pine 
Needle Hollow, along with two separate proposals to change it to Piney Creek Hollow.  All of the proposals 
except the first were submitted as a result of the Patriot Act with Hasan Minaj video, and it is possible the 
first proposal is also linked to the video (the online application appears to have been initiated in 2018 but 
was not submitted until August 2019).  The proponents of each of these names were advised of the 
counterproposals and asked if they wished to continue with their proposals; no replies were received, and so 
the BGN is proceeding with the five proposals.  
 
The proponent of the change to Bonham Hollow is a resident of Spring City.  The Executive Secretary to 
Tennessee Senator Ken Yager submitted the proposal form.  The proposal included comments from the 
Manager of the Justin P. Wilson Cumberland Trail State Park, who noted uncertainty about the origin of the 
name and its inclusion in “a nonacademic publication”:  “It is not known to me if the background was 
developed from numerous oral histories or a single source. . .  There are many documented tales of silver 
mines in Tennessee, but no documented silver ore has been found in the Cumberland Plateau region -- the 
geology does not support this element.  This tale is connected to a large body of lore and hopefulness.  No 
proven historic value is connected with the place name.  We have no history to justify the preservation of 
the place name, and the uncertainty of its origin leaves speculation concerning a racist backstory.”  
 
The proponent was asked to explain her choice of the name “Bonham,” but no reply was received.  It is 
presumed to be associated with the nearby unincorporated community of Bonham.  
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7041751&p_longi=-84.8981721&fid=1282252
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7041751&p_longi=-84.8981721&fid=1282252
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=35.7041751&p_longi=-84.8981721&fid=1282252
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The proponent of the name Faith Hollow did not note her place of residence.  She stated that “Faith is 
defined as a complete trust and confidence in someone or something.  In today’s society, trust and 
confidence in anything can be a challenge.  With the visible reminder of this (Faith Hollow) replacing an 
insensitive blemish of a time past, I hope that we can move beyond the hate of our differences and continue 
in the future of our collaboration.” 
 
The proponent of the name Pine Needle Hollow is a resident of Virginia.  She stated that the current name is 
“racially insensitive and offensive. . .  Rather than celebrate the heinous murder of a man, I propose we 
highlight the natural beauty of the area and its pine trees. . .” 
 
Neither of the proponents who independently proposed the name Piney Creek Hollow noted their place of 
residence.  Both stated that the name was associated with Piney Creek, onto which the valley opens (it 
actually opens into the Piney River gorge.  Piney River is formed at the confluence of Piney Creek and 
Duskin Creek).  The names Piney River and Piney Creek are variously applied to the entire stream in local 
sources.  A stream named Pine Branch is located less than a mile west of Dead Negro Hollow. 
 
The first proponent of the name Piney Creek Hollow stated “The current name, Dead Negro Hollow, is a 
derogatory name which was given to celebrate the murder of an African American man in the area.  Instead 
we should be celebrating the beauty of this area and highlighting pride in the locale.  The hollow is located 
just off of Piney Creek [sic], which makes for a much better inspiration for a name.  Piney Creek Hollow 
provokes images of beauty and nature rather than violence and racism.”  
 
The second proponent of the name Piney Creek Hollow stated that the current name “is offensive, 
inappropriate, and highly disturbing. . .  Had the murdered man’s name been recorded for posterity, it would 
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make sense to perhaps name the hollow after him.  But using a generic and racially charged term like ‘Dead 
Negro Hollow’ is unnecessarily provocative and serves to continually highlight a painful piece of history 
that could be ameliorated in a small way by a simple name change.  Frankly, the language is outdated and 
offensive according to today’s standards.  To keep such an outdated name is to project the appearance of a 
collective mindset of the same nature; such a choice will do no favors for the general perception of 
Southerners in general, or for the potential tourism to the Cumberland Trail State Park more specifically.” 
 
The second proponent also noted the number of names related to the nearby Piney Creek and Piney River or 
to pines.  She also stated that changing the name of the valley “would provide it a more neutral and non-
controversial title, as well as put it on a more consistent footing with other named geographical features in 
the area. . .  Most other nearby geographical features are not associated with or named after people from the 
area -- so why keep this one?” 

 
The Rhea County Commission supports changing the name to Piney Creek Hollow.  However, the 
Tennessee State Names Committee recommends changing it to Bonham Hollow, because of the nearby 
community of Bonham which it notes “is a USGS place name.”  The State Committee also notes the 
presence of the nearby Bonham Baptist Church, which likely dates from the 1940s. 
 
When informed of the county’s support for Piney Creek Hollow, the State Committee affirmed its support 
for Bonham Hollow. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Change Discovery Peak (FID 948473) to Mount Inez, New York 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.2556053&p_longi=-
73.5454101&fid=948473 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Mount Discovery, a 1,570-foot summit in the Town of Lewis in 
Essex County, to Mount Inez.   
 
The name commemorates Inez Milholland Boissevain (1886-1916), a noted suffragette and lawyer who 
participated in many rallies for a Constitutional amendment to allow women to vote.  Her father owned land 
on the slopes of Mount Discovery, and she spent summers at the property.  After her death, the Town of 
Lewis reportedly renamed Mount Discovery to Mount Inez.   The change was never proposed to the BGN, 
due possibly to a fire that destroyed the town’s records.  Mrs. Boissevain is buried in the Lewis Cemetery at 
the foot of the summit. 
 
News articles from 1916 and the following few years attest to the Town’s intention to rename the summit as 
Mount Inez:  the December 7, 1916 Elizabethtown Post reported “the highest mountain on Meadowmount 
is ‘Old Discovery,’ from the summit of which is obtained a wonderful view of Lake Champlain, the 
Adirondacks, Green Mountains, and vast sweep towards Canada.  It stands an outpost of the ranges like 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.2556053&p_longi=-73.5454101&fid=948473
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.2556053&p_longi=-73.5454101&fid=948473
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.2556053&p_longi=-73.5454101&fid=948473
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=44.2556053&p_longi=-73.5454101&fid=948473
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Mount Shasta in relation to the Sierra Nevadas.  Hereafter its name will be ‘Mount Inez,’ a fitting 
monument of nature for her whose love for the mountains was only equaled by her love for the sea.”  An 
editorial in the same issue stated “Inez Milholland-Boissevain will have a monument made by the hand of 
man but she has one already fashioned by God in Nature and in changing the name “Discovery” -- which 
means little to this generation whatever significance it ever possessed -- to “Mount Inez” something has 
been done in the right direction that we believe all out people will approve and unanimously carry out.”  
The December 14, 1916 edition of The Ticonderoga Sentinel reported “Mt. Discovery, in the town of 
Lewis, has been renamed Mt. Inez by John E. Milholland in honor of his brilliant daughter, whose grave is 
overlooked by the towering mountain. Mt. Inez is wholly within Mr. Millhollan’s Lewis ranch.”  Other 
articles that referred to the renaming appeared in The New York Times and The Essex County Republican.  
In February 1917, the General Federation of Women’s Clubs Magazine published an editorial stating “A 
mountain peak has been named for Edith Cavell [in Alberta, formerly Mount Fitzhugh], and another 
mountain peak has been named for Inez Milholland!  It certainly means something when women have 
mountain peaks named for them!  Not waiting for one hundred years before sainting them!  Mount Inez!  
Mount Edith Cavell!”  Finally, the 1920 book Jailed for Freedom reported an address given at a memorial 
for Ms. Milholland when her statue was added to Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol Building, which included 
“Inez Milholland is one around whom legends will grow up.  Generations to come will point out Mount 
Inez and tell of the beautiful woman who sleeps her last sleep on its slopes.” 
 
A Town of Lewis sign near the summit reads “The mountain behind the estate is known today as Mount 
Discovery, however, John E. Milholland named it Mount Inez after his well-known daughter passed away.” 
 
The name Mount Inez appears in some later sources, but most use the name Mount Discovery maps.  
Notable sources using the proposed name include a 1971 article in Adirondack Life, which refers to “Mt. 
Discovery once known as Mt. Inez”; the 1981 book Womanlist; and the 1986 Women remembered: a guide 
to landmarks of women's history in the United States.  The latter two sources state that the summit was 
formerly known as Mount Discovery. 
  
The name Discovery Mountain was first published in 1813 in A Gazetteer of the State of New York and has 
been used in countless sources up to the present.  It has been labeled on USGS maps since 1895.  There are 
several theories regarding the origin of the name.  One source (Whispering Mountains: A History of Lewis, 
New York, 2005) reported that the summit was used as a lookout during the American Revolution to watch 
for the British fleet on Lake Champlain.  An article in Adirondack Life (1969) also reported that it was used 
as a lookout, but during the War of 1812.   
 
The proponent does not wish to propose a name change for the nearby Little Discovery Mountain. 
 
The Lewis Town Council and the Essex County Board of Supervisors support the change.  The proposal is 
also supported by Bunting Family Forestry, owners of much of the summit, the Meadowmount School of 
Music, which is located on the former John E. Milholland property, the Town of Lewis Historian, and the 
Essex County Historical Society Board of Trustees.  Support was also received from the New York State 
Women’s Suffrage Commission, New York State Assemblyman Dan Stec, New York State Senator Betty 
Little, Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, and Senator Charles Schumer.  The New 
York State Names Authority reports “the committee has no objections to this proposal and fully 
recommends it.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
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Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Little Turtle Creek, Ohio 
(Review List 436) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.917775&p_longi=-84.163312 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.910599&p_longi=-84.208309 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Little Turtle Creek to a 2.8-mile-long unnamed 
tributary of the Great Miami River in the City of Vandalia, Butler Township, and the City of Dayton in 
Montgomery County.  The stream heads within the property of Dayton International Airport. 
 
The name would honor Chief Little Turtle of the Miami, a Native American tribe who inhabited the area 
during the 1700s and early 1800s.  Little Turtle successfully led his tribe to victory against the United States 
armies of General Josiah Harmar in 1790 and the army of General Arthur St. Clair in 1791.  In 1794, the 
Miami were defeated by General Anthony Wayne at the Battle of Fallen Timbers and were forced to give 
up their Ohio lands with the signing of the Greenville Treaty in 1818. 
 
The Butler Township Board of Trustees, the Mayor of Dayton, and the Montgomery County 
Commissioners are in support of the proposal.  (The City of Dayton owns and operates the Dayton 
International Airport.)  The Vandalia City Council was asked to comment on the proposal; no response was 
received which is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion.  The Ohio State Names Authority recommends 
approval. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Margaret Penn Brook, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 436) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.098112&p_longi=-75.481849 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.089567&p_longi=-75.483526 
 
The new name Margaret Penn Brook is proposed for a 0.55-mile-long tributary of Jug Hollow Run in 
Schuylkill Township in Chester County.  
 
The name would commemorate Margaret “Peg” Penn Lowther (1651-1718), whose brother William Penn 
granted to her and her eldest son land that would become eastern Schuylkill Township.  Research shows 
that Margaret never traveled to Pennsylvania and that she was born and is buried in London.  The tract was 
named the Manor of Bilton, a name which likely referred to the ancestral Yorkshire estate of her husband, 
Anthony Lowther.  Margaret Lowther is mentioned in the diaries of Samuel Pepys but according to the 
proponent “is otherwise forgotten.”  He states the name would honor an important woman connected with 
Schuylkill Township history.   
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.917775&p_longi=-84.163312
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.917775&p_longi=-84.163312
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.910599&p_longi=-84.208309
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.910599&p_longi=-84.208309
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.098112&p_longi=-75.481849
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.098112&p_longi=-75.481849
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.089567&p_longi=-75.483526
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.089567&p_longi=-75.483526
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When asked to clarify the direct association between the region and Margaret Penn Lowther, a member of 
the Schuylkill Township Historic Commission, which helped select the name, wrote that the intent of the 
stream naming efforts (including seven names approved by the BGN earlier in 2019 and two others 
included in this docket in Category V, below) was “to recognize a broad variety of the people and activities 
which have contributed to the Township’s history over time.  As a function of historical sources vastly 
emphasizing the role of men. . . the Commission was not fortunate in locating sources which documented 
the role of women in the active formation and functioning of the Township. . . .  Considering the situation, 
and adverse to completely omitting any reference to women among the waterway names, the Commission 
proposed to the Board of Supervisors and other local bodies the name “Margaret Penn Brook,” which as 
you know was endorsed.”  The Commission chose “Margaret Penn” rather than “Margaret Lowther” in 
order to tie local history to that of Admiral Sir William Penn, for whom Pennsylvania was named, and 
William Penn, the founder of the colony.  The member reports that Township residents “find the name 
popular.” 
 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Historic Stream legacy data, dated 2004, uses the 
name Trib. 01016 to Jug Hollow for the stream.   
 
The Schuylkill Township Board of Supervisors and the Chester County Board of Commissioners 
recommend approval of the name, while the Pennsylvania State Names Authority has no objection.  One 
member commented that “Margaret Penn may be more appropriately referred to with her married name of 
Lowther, in addition to her maiden name or in place of it.”  The proponent responded that the name was 
chosen “because of her status as a member of the Penn family.” 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

LeCuyer Creek, Washington 
(Review List 437) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.761499&p_longi=-122.55371 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.768681&p_longi=-122.545492 
 
The new commemorative name LeCuyer Creek is proposed for a 0.65-mile-long tributary of Miller Bay in 
Kitsap County.  Approximately 120 feet of the stream at its mouth flows through the Port Madison 
Reservation (the reservation of the Suquamish Indian Tribe of the Port Madison Reservation). 
 
The proposal was submitted by the Washington State Board on Geographic Names (WSBGN) on behalf of 
the Superintendent of Water Resources for the Kitsap Public Utility District (PUD).  It would commemorate 
James R. “Jim” LeCuyer (1953-2012), who was a hydrologist and water resource manager at the Kitsap 
PUD for 28 years.  He oversaw Kitsap County’s Hydrologic Monitoring Network, which consists of 
precipitation, streamflow and groundwater monitoring stations.  This network was one of the most 
comprehensive and longest-running data collection efforts in the State and is still used to make water 
resource management decisions.  Mr. LeCuyer lived most of his life in the Kitsap County area. 
 
The WSBGN recommends approval of the name.  As part of its review, the WSBGN requested input from 
the Kitsap County Commissioners, who replied that they have no objection to the proposal.  The WSBGN 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.761499&p_longi=-122.55371
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.761499&p_longi=-122.55371
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.768681&p_longi=-122.545492
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.768681&p_longi=-122.545492
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reports additional support from the Kitsap PUD; a retired fisheries biologist who worked with Mr. LeCuyer; 
and two individuals who live near the stream.  No responses were received from the Kitsap County 
Emergency Management Department; the Washington State Historical Society; the Jamestown S’Klallam 
Tribe; the Squaxin Island Tribe of the Squaxin Island Reservation; the Suquamish Indian Tribe of the Port 
Madison Reservation; the Snoqualmie Indian Tribe; and the Skokomish Indian Tribe, which is presumed to 
indicate no opinion.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has no objection to the name. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Cardinal Creek, Iowa 
(Review List 437) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.29849&p_longi=-93.3196 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.31513&p_longi=-93.42425 
 
The new name Cardinal Creek is proposed for an unnamed 9.1-mile-long tributary of Honey Creek in 
Hardin County.  The proponent states “The headwaters of this creek start just outside Radcliffe, Iowa, and 
“the [nearby] school before it was dissolved and joined with other school districts was the Radcliffe 
Cardinals.”  The lower section of the stream flows through a canal named Drainage Ditch Number 55. 
 
The Hardin County Board of Supervisors supports the proposal; they asked the township government for its 
opinion and no objections were received.  The Iowa State Names Authority (IA SNA) also has no objection, 
noting “The proposed name, Cardinal Creek, seems inoffensive, relevant and generally applicable.” 
 
In 2017 the BGN approved the name Cardinal Creek for a stream in Jasper County, approximately 50 miles 
to the south-southeast, and in 2012 it approved the names Cardinal Creek and Cardinal Creek South Branch, 
for two streams in Johnson County, approximately 100 miles to the southeast.  Another stream named 
Cardinal Creek is in Scott County, approximately 150 miles to the southeast. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.29849&p_longi=-93.3196
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.29849&p_longi=-93.3196
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.31513&p_longi=-93.42425
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.31513&p_longi=-93.42425
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Black Cat Brook, Massachusetts 
(Review List 437) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.93196&p_longi=-70.68557 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.92714&p_longi=-70.68979 
 
The new name Black Cat Brook is proposed for a 0.45-mile-long stream in the Town of Plymouth in 
Plymouth County.  The stream flows through Trask Pond into the Billington Sea.  It heads in and flows 
through cranberry bogs in the Black Cat Preserve, established in 2016 by the Town of Plymouth.  It also 
crosses Black Cat Road.  The proposed name is associated with the preserve and road, but the origin of the 
name is unknown.  The stream is also within the Plymouth Refuge Acquisition Focus Area of the Great 
Thicket National Wildlife Refuge acquisition boundary.  The proponent, who is the Division of Natural 
Resources Warden of the Town of Plymouth, states the name is “in keeping with the nomenclature of the 
area.” 
 
The Town of Plymouth Board of Selectmen, the Plymouth County Commissioners, and the Massachusetts 
State Names Authority all recommend approval of the name.  Although the stream lies within the Great 
Thicket National Wildlife Refuge Focus Area/Plymouth Refuge Acquisition Focus Area of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS), the FWS does not wish to comment on the proposal. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Wolfram Peak, Nevada 
(Bureau of Land Management) 

(Review List 437) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.835938&p_longi=-118.185171 
 
The new name Wolfram Peak is proposed for the officially unnamed highest point in the Eugene 
Mountains.  The area is managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  The name refers to the 
extensive tungsten mining in the Eugene Mountains since the 1910s.  Wolfram is the German name given to 
the element when it was first discovered, and it continues to be used in many languages.  Tungsten mines in 
the Eugene Mountains produced the majority of U.S. tungsten between the 1920s and 1950s. 
 
The summit has no official name but has been referred to as Eugene Peak in a number of sources.  This 
name first appeared on the 1876 map of the 1867 to 1872 War Department’s Geological Exploration of the 
Fortieth Parallel, led by A. A. Humphreys.  The name was also listed in Henry Gannett’s 1884 A Dictionary 
of Altitudes in the United States and in an 1895 Sierra Club Bulletin of “Elevations within the Pacific 
Slope.”  In his 1978 volume Silent Cordilleras, Alvin R. McLane wrote that the Eugene Mountains reach 
“an altitude of 7,580 feet in Eugene Peak.”  BLM maps of the Black Rock Desert-High Rock Canyon 
Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area, published in 2010 and 2013, label the summit Eugene Peak.  
The second highest summit in the Eugene Mountains has a National Geodetic Survey marker stamped with 
the name “EUGENE.” 
 
The name Nugget Peak was initially proposed to the Nevada Board on Geographic Names (NBGN), in 
reference to large gold nuggets discovered in the Eugene Mountains in the 1800s.  However, that name was 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.93196&p_longi=-70.68557
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.92714&p_longi=-70.68979
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.835938&p_longi=-118.185171
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.835938&p_longi=-118.185171
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withdrawn and the NBGN now recommends approval of the name Wolfram Peak.  As part of its review, the 
NBGN asked the Pershing County Commissioners for their opinion but received no response, which the 
NBGN presumes to indicate no objection.  The NBGN also requested input from the Paiute-Shoshone Tribe 
of the Fallon Reservation and Colony; the Lovelock Paiute Tribe of the Lovelock Indian Colony; the 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe of the Pyramid Lake Reservation; and the Winnemucca Indian Colony of 
Nevada; no replies were received, which the NBGN presumes to indicate no objection. 
 
The Bureau of Land Management supports the proposal. 
 
GNIS includes records of many features with “Tungsten” in their names, both in Nevada and throughout the 
western United States.  A community named Tungsten is located five miles southeast of the summit in 
question and is the site of the Nevada Massachusetts Tungsten Mine.  In 1962, both the town’s post office 
and the mine closed; mining operations have reportedly restarted in the past decade.  A mine with the name 
Wolfram Lode is located in South Dakota and a summit named Wolframite Peak is located in Washington.  
Both of these presumably refer to tungsten mining (wolframite is the name of the tungsten ore mineral).  
The origin of the name Wolfram Arm for a canal in Indiana is unknown. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Alkali Lake, North Dakota 
(Review List 437) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.04078&p_longi=-98.58368 
 
This proposal is to make official the locally used name Alkali Lake for a 675-acre lake in Stutsman County.   
 

 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.04078&p_longi=-98.58368
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=47.04078&p_longi=-98.58368
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The proponent, a fishery biologist with the U.S. Geological Survey, reports that the name has been in local 
use for at least 15 years.  The property is managed by the National Audubon Society as the Edward M. 
Brigham III Alkali Lake Wildlife Sanctuary and is referred to as Alkali Lake on the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s online listing of fishing waters by county, including links to reports and maps using 
the name. 
 
Another lake named Alkali Lake is located in Stutsman County, 32 miles to the west-northwest.  In 
addition, a USGS topographic map published in 1900 labels yet another lake named Alkali Lake 11 miles to 
the north and adjacent to Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge, but this one is not listed in GNIS nor is it 
labeled on current maps. 
 
The Stutsman County Commission supports the proposal.  There is currently no active State Names 
Authority in North Dakota. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was asked to comment because of the existence of the lake shown on 
the 1900 map; the agency responded that it has no objections to the proposal. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Two stream names in Chester County, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 436) 

 
The following two names were proposed by the Vice-Chair of the Schuylkill Township Environmental 
Advisory Council, which worked with the Schuylkill Township Historical Commission to propose names 
for a number of unnamed local streams.  One additional name proposed in the same area is listed under 
Category III, above. 
 
The Schuylkill Township Board of Supervisors and the Chester County Board of Commissioners 
recommend approval of both names.  The Pennsylvania State Names Authority has no objection to the 
names. 
 
In accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a link to the Quarterly Review List 
containing this proposal was sent to all federally recognized Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers for which an email address was available.  The Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment 
on any proposal on the review list.  No responses were received regarding this proposal, which is presumed 
to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 

Maisfield Run 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.113752&p_longi=-75.491784 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.112998&p_longi=-75.489295 
 
This is the second of three proposals to apply names to unnamed streams in Schuylkill Township in Chester 
County.   
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.113752&p_longi=-75.491784
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.113752&p_longi=-75.491784
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.112998&p_longi=-75.489295
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.112998&p_longi=-75.489295
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The new name Maisfield Run is proposed for a 0.2-mile-long tributary of Pickering Creek.  It is associated 
with nearby Maisfield Road and the Maisfield subdivision built approximately 20 years ago.  The proponent 
reports that the road was commissioned in 1823 and runs through farm land owned by Judge William 
Moore, who reintroduced the cultivation of corn (maize) into the area in 1760.  He suggests the name would 
recognize the area’s agricultural history.  
 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Historic Stream legacy data, dated 2004, uses the 
name Trib 01510 to Pickering Creek for the stream.   
 

White Horse Run 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.115951&p_longi=-75.498479 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.119233&p_longi=-75.507577 
 
The new name White Horse Run is proposed for a 0.8-mile-long tributary of Pickering Creek in Schuylkill 
Township in Chester County.  
 
The name refers to the historic White Horse Road which crosses the stream.  The road connected important 
Schuylkill River fords with settlements south and west in Chester County in the 17th and 18th centuries.  
The White Horse Tavern, built in 1750 and located 6.5 miles to the southwest, gave the road its name.  An 
historic property known as White Horse Farm (or Elijah F. Pennypacker House) is located near the source 
of the stream.  Pennypacker, an abolitionist, used his property as an Underground Railroad stop. 
 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Historic Stream legacy data, dated 2004, uses the 
name 01509 to Pickering Creek for the stream.   
 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.115951&p_longi=-75.498479
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.115951&p_longi=-75.498479
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.119233&p_longi=-75.507577
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.119233&p_longi=-75.507577
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